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ABSTRACT: 

The commencement of fasting and its termination are always remarkable for differences and misgivings 
within the rank and file of Muslims in Nigeria. The approach laid down by the Prophet Muhammad i§S 
based on the teachings of the Glorious Qur'an and as adopted by the Sahabah is the focus of this paper. 
The paper goes further to discuss Muslim unity in Nigeria, the importance of the lunar calendar in Islam, 
and suggests the way forward. The paper revealed that, ideally, moon sighting for the commencement and 
breaking of Ramadan fast should not have been a bone of contention among Muslims in Nigeria, if the 
Sunnah of the Prophet t§S, as strictly adopted by the Sahabah, is adhered to. Also, the Muslim world, from 
the time of Prophet Muhammad |f| places a high premium on moon sighting to determine the timing of 
the beginning and the end of Ramadan which are observed at the same time throughout the Muslim world 
thereby creating a sense of unity of the Muslim Community globally. However, current trends on the global 
level show the negative impact of international politics on the fragile unity of the Muslim Community, 
Nigeria inclusive. The paper observed that there is a need for a serious attempt to find a lasting solution to 
the problem of differences in the beginning and ending of Ramadan fast, for it may in turn have an adverse 
effect on the consolidation of Muslim unity in Nigeria. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Sighting of the crescent of Ramadan in Nigeria has been causing disunity among Muslims. For instance, the 
2014 Ramadan fast commenced across Nigeria on Saturday, June 25, 2014, on a controversial note. But, 
there were two different directives from the leadership of Nigeria Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs 
(NSCIA) on the commencement that sparked uproar. The first directive stated that fasting was to start on 
Sunday, June 29, while the second, which came late around 1:00am, ordered Muslims to begin fasting on 
Saturday, June 28 1 . Unfortunately, many missed it, hence couldn't start fasting until Sunday, June 29, 2014. 
Why do we have two different directives that led to disaffection among Islamic faithful, was the question 
on the lips of many adherents of Islamic faith. But the Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji Abubakar Sa'ad III aptly 
responded to the matter, which he described as miscommunication. He explained, "We have an 
understanding among us (leaders of Muslim community in Nigeria) that, once it is 9:00pm (on Friday) and 
no information about moon being sighted anywhere, we shall conclude our consultations and announce 
that Sha'aban be counted to 30 days, which was what we did (by announcing that Fasting starts on 
Sunday). The information that changed the earlier position generally agreed upon came at about 10:00pm 
when we received the news that the moon had been sighted in Kebbi and Sokoto, we had to start the 
process afresh which led the committee that had earlier closed process to re-sitting, screening and, 
thereafter, I asked the Chairman of the National Moon Sighting Committee, Professor Sambo Wali, to brief 
the press (This was around 1:00 am, when everybody had gone to bed)" 2 
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Some discerning minds weren't convinced about the reasons given by the Sultan, until they saw the 
movement of the moon particularly the third and seventh day, which confirmed the latter announcement 
by the National Moon Sighting Committee. For instance, in an interview conducted by the ENCOMIUM 
Weekly Nigeria Newspaper 3 with a local Islamic scholar that, 

“The moon I saw last night (Sunday, June 29), signified that Ramadan is in its third day not second as some 
people thought. I am convinced that fasting started on Saturday based on the moon I saw last night. The 
Sultan was right but the mis-communication could have been prevented to avoid speculations it 
generated". 

The Sultan, in a televised statement in the early hour of Sunday, said that "The new month of Shawwal was 
sighted in different places within Nigeria and therefore tomorrow (Sunday) is the first day of Shawwal 
equivalent to 27 July 2014," the Sultan said in an announcement aired on the Nigerian Television Authority 
(NTA). This also generated a lot of controversies, for instance, the Secretary-General of the organisation, 
Ishaq Oloyede, said that, he was not aware that the moon had been sighted. He added that, "The National 
Moon-Sighting Committee has not informed us of any credible sighting of the moon. Rather, they said the 
moon wasn't sighted. The new moon was only born at 11:45 P.M. tonight (Saturday) and it will take several 
hours for it to be sighted. Is our own sky different? Is our own moon manufactured in Nigeria?" 4 

He therefore, urged Muslims to continue their fast on Sunday and prepare for Eid-Fitr on Monday in line 
with the verdict of the National Moon-Sighting Committee, (NMC). But Professor Ishaq Akintola, Director, 
Muslims Right Concern, MURIC, told around 3.00am on Sunday morning that so long as the Sultan has 
confirmed and announced the sighting of the moon, it signifies the end of the Ramadan fast. And he 
therefore, urged all the people whose fast would be 28 th (Sunday), not to insist on fasting on that day 5 . 

Till now, the commencement and termination of Ramadan fast in Nigeria have always generated a lot of 
controversies. In 2008, some Muslims ignored the announcement of the Sultan to start their fast on 
different days. This led to the commencement of the fast in different days and generated heated debate. 
With the help of Allah and collective efforts of Nigerian Muslim community, the Muslims re-united for the 
2009 and 2010 Ramadan. The uniformity recorded was not limited to Nigeria alone as many other Arab 
countries, including Saudi Arabia and Muslims in the western world began and terminated their fasting on 
the same day. Similar success was recorded in the years 2011-2013 until 2014 6 . 

In fact, the disparity in the year 2014 fast is global, not limited to Nigeria, and this is based on their 
different geographical locations which determine the sighting of the moon. For instance, fasting started in 
Egypt, Kuwait, Jordan, United Arab Emirates, Indonesia, South Korea, Palestine and Saudi Arabia, the 
birthplace of Islam, on Sunday, June 29. While countries like Lebanon, Turkey, Belgium, Russia, Italy and 
several European countries and North America announced Saturday, June 28, as the first day of Ramadan 7 . 
However, many scholars have done a lot of work to address this problem 8 . Many scholars have paid due 
attention to the proper understanding of the verses of the Qur'an and Ahadith relating to this issue 9 . Some 
scholars have attempted to proffer solutions to this problem from the view point of modern science and 
technology 10 in line with principles of Ijtihaad. Some others just analyze the importance of choosing the 
lunar calendar for Islamic practices 11 . As scholars attempt to address the problem of moon sighting in 
different ways, they have difference of opinion. As such, it becomes difficult to come together when it 
comes to reaching an agreement on the sighting of a new moon. This has been a very big challenge facing 
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